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WELCOME FROM THE CO-CHAIRS

Dear Colleagues:

Welcome to the ARIAS·U.S. 2026 Spring Conference! 

We are extremely excited to be in Nashville with “y’all.” The Conference begins with our Keynote, Jordan 
Keller, a founding partner of Keller Turner Andrews & Ghanem, PLLC. Mr. Keller will welcome us to 
Nashville and the music industry, and share his experiences as an entertainment industry lawyer who grew 
up in the music business. He will also discuss the relationship between insurance and the music business 
and how the insurance industry can help entertainers.

This Spring’s program addresses a varied group of subjects designed to give participants an opportunity 
to reflect on various insurance and reinsurance issues and issues concerning the arbitration process. Our 
hard-working and creative faculty have put together terrific programming that will include:

○		 A View from the Center Chair:  Umpire Experiences, Opinions, and Answers;  

○		 New York Labor Law, Trip ‘N Falls & Residential Claims, Oh My! A Rico Conspiracy Driven By 
Litigation Funding;

○		 From Algorithms to Arguments: Arbitrating with Generative Artificial Intelligence;

○		 Reinsurance of Captives: Key Concepts, Potential Pitfalls & Notable Claims; 

○		 Reinsurance Implications of Settlement of High Risk, Multi-Party Sexual Molestation Claims; and

○		 Corporate Counsel Speaks: Ethical Accountabilities for the Arbitral Process.

The breakout sessions will likewise be informative and compelling covering emerging risks (Data Centers, 
GLP-1s, Space Risks & Tort Reform); reinsurance exposures in the wake of the Russian invasion of Ukraine; 
expert reports that will hold up on cross; and the impact of natural catastrophes and reinsurance on the 
insurance market.

As always, the conference will provide a unique opportunity to learn from and interact with in-house 
counsel, outside counsel, arbitrators, and other participants in the arbitration process.

All program materials will be provided electronically before the conference and in the App.

Finally, the conference will be conducted under the ARIAS·U.S. Antitrust Policy, which is available in the 
“About ARIAS” section of the website, at www.arias-us.org.

We hope you enjoy the beautiful City of Nashville!

Sincerely,

Susan Claflin 
Claflin Consulting Services LLC

Kyley Davoodi 
Clyde & Co US LLP

Frank DeMento 
TransRe

Joshua Schwartz 
 Premia Holdings, Inc
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ATTIRE: The general dress code for the conference is “business casual.” This means that while speakers and panel members 
may be in business professional attire with a tie or suit jacket, it is not a requirement for attendees. Usually at these conferences, 
attendees will dress up a bit more for the evening receptions. Western-themed dress is appropriate for the Wednesday evening 
reception.

BADGES: Conference badges will be issued to all attendees. Please wear your badge at all times to access all conference 
functions.

SESSION MATERIALS: For conference attendees, session materials are available on the ARIAS·U.S. website and in the Meeting 
App.

BREAKOUT SESSION ROOM ASSIGNMENTS: Breakout Session rooms are included in the program on pages 9-12 and on the 
Meeting App.

CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION: Continuing legal education (CLE) credits will be awarded for the State of New York and 
Pennsylvania and are pending for Illinois. The maximum amount of credits available is: 8 Areas of Professional Practice and 
1 Ethics Credit. Sign-in and sign-out sheets are only for attorneys who wish to receive CLE Credit. CLE Certificates will be 
based solely upon these sheets and the CLE Attestation form that you will receive via email with the survey at the end of the 
conference. You must sign in and out each day to receive credit for the sessions you attend. There will be sign in and out sheets 
on tables inside the General Session. CLE Certificates will be emailed once all the CLE Attestation forms are received and 
reviewed. CLE Certificates will not be issued until after the deadline for submission. It is imperative that CLE Attestation forms 
are returned on or before the deadline to avoid additional cost to ARIAS. If you do not timely submit your CLE Attestation Form, 
you will not receive your CLE Certificate on time. If you do not meet the deadline, you may be required to fill out an additional 
form and reimburse ARIAS for any CLE Board filing charges.

ARIAS·U.S. CERTIFICATION: Anyone receiving credit for ARIAS·U.S. Certification does not have to sign in and out and will not be 
provided with a certificate of completion for the training. 

OBTAINING CREDIT FOR THE CONFERENCE: You will not receive full credit for a session if you are standing in the hallways 
or arrive late or leave early. The training is taking place in the session rooms; you must be inside. This is true both for CLE 
training and for ARIAS·U.S. Certification credit. To be clear, anyone who is attending for ARIAS·U.S. certification renewal or for 
initial certification and who is not in the session rooms will be considered as not completing the attendance requirement for 
certification/recertification.

OPINIONS AND COMMENTS: Opinions and comments expressed in the course materials and during the conference sessions 
are not necessarily those of ARIAS·U.S., the firms or companies with which the speakers are associated, or even the speakers 
themselves. Some arguments are made in the context of fictitious disputes to illustrate methods of handling issues; others are 
individual opinions about the handling of an issue. Every dispute or matter presents its own circumstances that provide the 
context for decisions.

We hope you enjoy the conference!

WELCOME TO THE 
2026 ARIAS·U.S. SPRING CONFERENCE!

April 29 - May 1 | Nashville, TN



ARIAS·U.S. 2026 Spring Conference | April 29-May 1, 2026 5

ARIAS·U.S. Event Registration Policies, Terms and Conditions

Registration Requirements
All attendees, including speakers, presenters, moderators, and facilitators, must register for ARIAS·U.S. events. Name badges are required for access to all 
sessions, networking events, and functions.

Walk-In Registrations
Walk-in registrations may be subject to an onsite administrative fee, in addition to the registration fee, at ARIAS·U.S.’s discretion.

Hotel Accommodations and Reservations
ARIAS·U.S. secures a block of rooms at a reduced rate at each conference venue. You must register for the conference first, then you will be provided the housing 
link to secure your hotel accommodations. Only the official ARIAS·U.S. housing link should be used to book accommodations. Using unauthorized booking 
methods may impact ARIAS·U.S.’s ability to meet its housing commitment, resulting in financial penalties. Rooms are allocated on a first-come, first-served 
basis, and early registration is recommended.

Accessibility
ARIAS·U.S. ensures compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) for all in-person events. Attendees requiring special accommodations should 
contact info@arias-us.org in advance.

Event Safety & Assumption of Risk
ARIAS·U.S. follows all applicable state and local health guidelines. By attending an in-person event, attendees acknowledge the inherent risk of exposure to 
communicable diseases, including COVID-19, and accept any associated consequences.

BY ATTENDING AN IN-PERSON EVENT, YOU AGREE THAT ARIAS·U.S. WILL NOT BE LIABLE FOR: (i) ANY INDIRECT, CONSEQUENTIAL, SPECIAL OR EXEMPLARY 
DAMAGES OR LOST PROFITS ARISING OUT OF AN IN-PERSON EVENT; OR (ii) ANY CLAIM ALLEGING THAT THE SERVICES ARE DEFICIENT OR INADEQUATE. 
THIS LIMITATION ON DAMAGES AND CLAIMS APPLIES WITHOUT REGARD TO WHETHER ANY PROVISION OF THESE TERMS HAS BEEN BREACHED OR PROVEN 
INEFFECTIVE. IF ANY PORTION OF THIS LIMITATION OF LIABILITY IS, FOR ANY REASON WHATSOEVER, HELD BY A COURT OF COMPETENT JURISDICTION TO 
BE UNENFORCEABLE OR IS EXPRESSLY PROHIBITED BY APPLICABLE LAW, THAT PORTION WILL BE NULL AND VOID, AND THE REMAINING PROVISIONS WILL 
CONTINUE IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT. IN THE EVENT OF NON-PERFORMANCE OR BREACH OF THESE TERMS BY ARIAS·U.S., ARIAS·U.S.’S TOTAL LIABILITY 
TO YOU WILL IN NO EVENT BE MORE THAN THE REGISTRATION FEES PAID FOR THE IN-PERSON EVENT. THIS LIMITATION APPLIES TO LOST PROFITS, LOSS 
OF USE, AND ALL OTHER TYPES OF ECONOMIC DAMAGES. THIS LIMITATION WILL NOT APPLY TO CLAIMS RELATED TO A PARTY’S (i) FAILURE TO COMPLY 
WITH LAWS, (ii) BREACH OF CONFIDENTIALITY, OR (iii) THIRD-PARTY CLAIMS FOR PERSONAL INJURY, BODILY INJURY OR PROPERTY DAMAGE.

Cancellation and Refund Policy
1.	 Full refunds are available until the deadline specified in the registration materials. Cancellations after that date incur a $200 administrative fee. 

Requests must be made in writing to info@arias-us.org. Processing of refunds will usually occur within sixty (60) days after the date of the event. All 
refunds will be processed in the same method that the payment was received. Failure to cancel by the date set forth in the event registration materials, 
will result in forfeiture of the entire registration fee.

2.	 Registrations may be transferred to another individual within the same organization before the event start date. Alternatively, at ARIAS’ discretion, fees 
may be applied to a future event.

3.	 Refund policies may be modified in exceptional circumstances (e.g., death or hospitalization of an immediate family member) at ARIAS·U.S.’s sole 
discretion

4.	 Attendees are strongly encouraged to purchase travel insurance, as ARIAS·U.S. is not responsible for any third-party cancellation policies.
5.	 Tickets purchased for networking or other social or recreational activities and events occurring at the event are non-refundable.
6.	 Should ARIAS·U.S. cancel an in-person event, ARIAS·U.S. will refund all registrants’ registration fees. Notifications regarding program cancellations 

will be sent to the registrant’s email address on file. ARIAS·U.S. is not responsible for any additional expenses incurred as a result of any cancellation or 
rescheduling.

Webinars, On-Demand Programs and Virtual Events
Registrations for all virtual events are non-refundable; however, if you request a refund within twenty-four (24) hours of purchase, ARIAS·U.S. may, in its sole 
discretion, refund your account. All requests for refunds must be made in writing to info@arias-us.org.

In lieu of refunds, ARIAS·U.S. may apply your registration fee to a future event. Processing of refunds will usually occur within sixty (60) days after the date of the 
event. All refunds will be processed in the same method that the payment was received. ARIAS·U.S. has no obligation to grant any refund requests.

Additional Policies
•	 Each attorney must maintain a record of their attendance at all ARIAS·U.S. continuing legal education (CLE) accredited programs for annual/bi-annual 

State CLE reporting, even if ARIAS·U.S. reports the attorney’s credit after an event. ARIAS·U.S. will not issue CLE certificates or report attorney credit to a 
state CLE authority unless the attorney completes and submits the applicable CLE attestation form after the event within the stated deadline.

•	 ARIAS·U.S. events are intended to be an opportunity to exchange ideas for educational purposes. Each ARIAS·U.S. event may include opinions, advice, 
statements, materials, presentations, data, images, videos, documentation and other information (collectively, “Materials”) expressed or otherwise 
shared by presenters whom the ARIAS·U.S. has invited to participate. The Materials are for informational purposes only, and the statements, views, and 
opinions expressed at any presentation or in any Materials are those solely of the presenter and not of ARIAS·U.S., and do not necessarily represent the 
views of the presenters, their companies, or their clients. Additionally, the Materials do not constitute legal or insurance advice. Further, ARIAS·U.S. does 
not endorse or recommend any presenter, strategy, company, or any views mentioned at any conference or in the Materials. Under no circumstances, 
will ARIAS·U.S. (or its directors, officers, employees, or agents) be liable for the accuracy, quality, or reliability of any of the presentations or Materials, 
any defamatory, offensive, or illegal conduct of presenters, or any direct, indirect, incidental, special or consequential damages arising from any 
presentations or Materials. Under no circumstances, should Materials be used as evidence in any legal proceeding.

•	 By attending an ARIAS·U.S. in-person event, you acknowledge that photographs and/or videos of you may be taken by our conference staff and/
or photographers at any time. Furthermore, you grant ARIAS∙U.S. permission to use photographs and/or video of your likeness in any type of media, 
including websites and print publications, without compensation or reward.

•	 The taping, recording or streaming of ARIAS·U.S. events is strictly prohibited without the written permission of ARIAS·U.S.. Violation of this policy may 
result in being asked to leave the event and forfeiting your registration fee.

Notices of Changes to Event Terms
In the event of any change to the ARIAS·U.S. Registration Policies, Terms and Conditions, notice of any changes will be posted on the ARIAS·U.S. website. Any 
changes to these Terms will become effective when we post the revised Terms on the ARIAS·U.S. website. Your use of the ARIAS·U.S. website following these 
changes means that you accept the revised ARIAS·U.S. Registration Policies, Terms and Conditions.

mailto:info%40arias-us.org?subject=
mailto:info%40arias-us.org?subject=
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ARIAS·U.S. Spring Conference 2026 Agenda
Nashville, TN

Wednesday, April 29, 2026

9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.		  Registration
 					     Griffin Pre-Function North, 2nd Floor

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.		  Women’s Resource Committee Networking Event – Ryman  
					     Auditorium Tour
					     (Prior registration required)

					     Sponsored by:

11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.		  Networking Lunch ( including MSC Ambassador program 
					     participants)
					     Griffin E, 2nd Floor

					     Sponsored by:

1:15 p.m. – 1:25 p.m.			  Welcome
					     Griffin ABCD, 2nd Floor

Larry P. Schiffer, Executive Director, ARIAS·U.S
2026 Spring Conference Co-Chairs

1:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.		  Keynote Speaker: A Brief Look at the Intersection Between  
					     Entertainment and Insurance
				    	 Griffin ABCD, 2nd Floor

					     Sponsored by:

Jordan S. Keller

Jordan Keller, a prominent entertainment and music industry lawyer based in 
Nashville, will provide a welcome to Nashville, along with his thoughts on the 
relationship between insurance and the entertainment/music industry.
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2:05 p.m. – 3:05 p.m.		  General Session #1: A View from the Center Chair
					     Griffin ABCD, 2nd Floor

Ann Field (Moderator), AON
Susan Grondine-Dauwer, SEG-D Consulting, LLC
Frank Lattal, Lattal ADR
W. Marc Wigmore, Avalon Consulting, LLC

This interactive session provides a unique opportunity to hear the Umpire’s 
perspective on a number of pressing issues, including what makes for (in)effective 
attorney and witness presentations, how to draw the lines with advocate arbitrators 
in hearings and in deliberations, the utility of ex parte communications from the 
umpire’s perspective, the effectiveness of visual argument versus “old school” 
presentation styles, the use of witness evidence in legacy (re)insurance disputes, 
whether summary judgment is worth the expense, along with whatever the audience 
would like to ask the panelists. 

3:05 p.m. – 3:35 p.m.		  Refreshment Break

3:35 p.m. – 4:35 p.m.		  General Session #2: Part 1: NEW YORK LABOR LAW, TRIP ‘N FALLS & 
					     RESIDENTIAL CLAIMS, OH MY!  A RICO CONSPIRACY DRIVEN BY 
					     LITIGATION FUNDING
					     Griffin ABCD, 2nd Floor

Joshua Schwartz (Moderator), Premia Holdings, Inc.
Christopher Celentano, Sompo
Stephen Dzury, Premia Re US
Daisy Khambatta, Kennedys
Don Orlando, Tradesman
Kirk Willis, The Willis Law Group

While we are all familiar with historic tales of exaggerated injuries in construction 
and residential tort claims, the past decade has seen a sea change in the volume 
of potentially fraudulent claims in the New York City court system. This increase 
has been referred to by one commentator as a “Fraudemic” and is driven by Third 
Party Litigation Funding (TPLFs). The TPLFs have ties to organized crime and gangs 
who terrorize immigrant populations, as well as the plaintiffs’ bar and the doctors 
performing the unnecessary surgeries. This five-part presentation will explore 
how a number of plaintiffs’ law firms, doctors and TPLFs are taking advantage 
of the tort system through ginned up tort claims and what insurers are doing to 
combat this fraud. It begins with a brief overview of NY Labor Law, followed by a 
presentation by Tradesman’s Don Orlando on how the fraudsters operate and what 
has been done to combat it, including Federal law enforcement. Kirk Willis, CEO of 
the Willis Group, will then address the work his law firm has done in fighting the 
fraud through investigatory work and civil RICO lawsuits. Premia’s Steve Dzury will 
discuss a shocking example of TPLFs charging exorbitant interest rates and blocking 
a settlement. Can a $28k loan balloon to over $1M? The session concludes with a 
discussion regarding Risk Transfer in these disputes amongst insurers and whether 
there is a role for ARIAS arbitrators to fill in these disputes.
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4:45 p.m. – 5:45 p.m.		  General Session #3: Part 2: NEW YORK LABOR LAW, TRIP ‘N FALLS 
					     & RESIDENTIAL CLAIMS, OH MY!  A RICO CONSPIRACY DRIVEN BY 
					     LITIGATION FUNDING
					     Griffin ABCD, 2nd Floor

Joshua Schwartz (Moderator), Premia Holdings, Inc.
Christopher Celentano, Sompo
Stephen Dzury, Premia Re US
Daisy Khambatta, Kennedys
Don Orlando, Tradesman
Kirk Willis, The Willis Law Group

While we are all familiar with historic tales of exaggerated injuries in construction 
and residential tort claims, the past decade has seen a sea change in the volume 
of potentially fraudulent claims in the New York City court system. This increase 
has been referred to by one commentator as a “Fraudemic” and is driven by Third 
Party Litigation Funding (TPLFs). The TPLFs have ties to organized crime and gangs 
who terrorize immigrant populations, as well as the plaintiffs’ bar and the doctors 
performing the unnecessary surgeries. This five-part presentation will explore 
how a number of plaintiffs’ law firms, doctors and TPLFs are taking advantage 
of the tort system through ginned up tort claims and what insurers are doing to 
combat this fraud. It begins with a brief overview of NY Labor Law, followed by a 
presentation by Tradesman’s Don Orlando on how the fraudsters operate and what 
has been done to combat it, including Federal law enforcement. Kirk Willis, CEO of 
the Willis Group, will then address the work his law firm has done in fighting the 
fraud through investigatory work and civil RICO lawsuits. Premia’s Steve Dzury will 
discuss a shocking example of TPLFs charging exorbitant interest rates and blocking 
a settlement. Can a $28k loan balloon to over $1M? The session concludes with a 
discussion regarding Risk Transfer in these disputes amongst insurers and whether 
there is a role for ARIAS arbitrators to fill in these disputes.

6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.		  Welcome Reception ( including MSC Ambassador program 
					     participants)
					     Griffin E, 2nd Floor

Step into an unforgettable evening where Southern charm meets Western flair. 
This themed reception invites you into a warm, rustic atmosphere filled with stylish 
cowboy boots, signature hats, and a lively, welcoming vibe perfect for mingling and 
connection.

Enjoy live entertainment from a talented 3-piece band from Belmont University, 
setting the tone with a mix of country favorites and soulful sounds throughout the 
evening.

Adding a unique touch, the Wildflower Brim Company will be on-site offering custom 
Western hat styling, allowing you to create a one-of-a-kind piece that reflects your 
personal style.

As a special perk, the first 100 paid registrants will receive a transferable $85 voucher 
toward their custom hat, redeemable at the Wildflower Brim Company booth at the 
reception.

This reception blends great music, fashion, and Western-inspired fun into one 
memorable experience.
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Thursday, April 30, 2026

7:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.		  Breakfast
					     Griffin E, 2nd Floor

7:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.		  Registration
				    	 Griffin Pre-Function North, 2nd Floor

8:35 a.m. – 9:35 a.m.		  General Session #4: Corporate Counsel Speaks: Ethical 
					     Accountabilities for the Arbitral Process

Susan Mack (Moderator), Law Offices of Susan E. Mack, P.A.
Patricia Fox, PTF Arbitration & Expert Services LLC
Steve Najjar, Hannover Life Re
Joshua Schwartz, Premia Holdings, Inc.
Alysa Wakin, Odyssey Reinsurance Company

Senior corporate counsel will share how they view their ethical obligations for the 
conduct of all participants in the arbitral process. Focusing on ARIAS·U.S. member 
feedback from the 2024 Ethics Committee survey as well as their own experiences, 
the panel members address how situational leadership can resolve problems arising 
from difficult arbitral situations. The audience is invited to frequently participate.

9:40 a.m. – 10:40 a.m.		  Breakout Sessions - Part 1    5 Choices

					     Sponsored by:

					   
				    	 Breakout Session A
					     The Impact of Natural Catastrophes and Reinsurance on the United 
					     States’ Property and Casualty Market
					     Griffin G, 2nd Floor

Fred E. Karlinsky, Greenberg Traurig, P.A.
John Finston, Finston Strategic Consulting LLC
Aimee Hoben, The Hartford

This presentation explores how natural catastrophes and the evolving reinsurance 
landscape are shaping the U.S. property and casualty insurance market. We will 
examine recent trends in catastrophe frequency and severity, their impact on 
underwriting and pricing, and the critical role of reinsurance in maintaining market 
stability. Additionally, the discussion will highlight regulatory considerations and 
emerging challenges for insurers and reinsurers in a changing risk environment.

				    	 Breakout Session B
					     Emerging Risks - 2026 Edition
					     Griffin F, 2nd Floor

Frank DeMento (Moderator), TransRe
Rosehana Amin, Clyde & Co
Martha E. Conlin, Troutman Pepper Locke
Michael Muscarella, TransRe
Lisa Simon, Swiss Re Group

Discussion of emerging risks such as Data Centers, GLP-1s, Space Risks & Tort 
Reform.
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				    	 Breakout Session C
					     Understanding the Russian Leasing Litigation and its Ramifications
					     Griffin H, 2nd Floor

Nicole Guerin (Moderator), AXIS Capital
Mark Meyer, HFW
Troy Shuman, Enstar US
Kelly Tsai, O’Melveny & Myers LLP

This session will provide an introduction to key aspects of aviation insurance and 
explain the principles underlying recent court decisions in the US and UK concerning 
claims for lost aircraft leased to Russian operators. The panel will contextualize the 
issues addressed by the courts, analyze the different approaches adopted by the 
judgments, and explain the ramifications for future aviation covers.  The panel will 
also highlight likely issues under applicable reinsurance/retrocession contracts.

				    	 Breakout Session D
					     Preparing an Expert Report that will hold up on Cross
					     Arlington, 2nd Floor

Leslie Davis, Troutman Pepper Locke
Larry Greengrass
Ronald Klein, Obtutus Advisory

Preparing an expert witness report is more than just putting your thoughts down 
on paper.  Every word will be scrutinizing by opposing counsel and challenged at 
deposition and at the hearing. This session will outline techniques for preparing an 
expert witness report that will hold up during the most difficult cross examinations.

				    	 Breakout Session E
					     Member Services Committee Networking Event
					     Griffin ABCD, 2nd Floor

Michael Robles, Husch Blackwell

Member Services Committee (MSC) Targeted Networking Breakout Session - new 
company representatives, lawyers, and arbitrators are always joining ARIAS-U.S. 
Developing connections with those new members can be challenging. This is your 
opportunity to build and diversify your network by engaging with ARIAS-U.S.’ newest 
members in a fun and relaxed but organized format, which will be customized to the 
group registering for this session.

10:45 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.		  Refreshment Break
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11:20 a.m. – 12:20 p.m.		  Breakout Sessions - Part 2    4 Choices

					     Sponsored by:

					   
				    	 Breakout Session A
					     The Impact of Natural Catastrophes and Reinsurance on the United 
					     States’ Property and Casualty Market
					     Griffin G, 2nd Floor

Fred E. Karlinsky, Greenberg Traurig, P.A.
John Finston, Finston Strategic Consulting LLC
Aimee Hoben, The Hartford

This presentation explores how natural catastrophes and the evolving reinsurance 
landscape are shaping the U.S. property and casualty insurance market. We will 
examine recent trends in catastrophe frequency and severity, their impact on 
underwriting and pricing, and the critical role of reinsurance in maintaining market 
stability. Additionally, the discussion will highlight regulatory considerations and 
emerging challenges for insurers and reinsurers in a changing risk environment.

				    	 Breakout Session B
					     Emerging Risks - 2026 Edition
					     Griffin F, 2nd Floor

Frank DeMento (Moderator), TransRe
Rosehana Amin, Clyde & Co
Martha E. Conlin, Troutman Pepper Locke
Michael Muscarella, TransRe
Lisa Simon, Swiss Re Group

Discussion of emerging risks such as Data Centers, GLP-1s, Space Risks & Tort 
Reform.

				    	 Breakout Session C
					     Understanding the Russian Leasing Litigation and its Ramifications
					     Griffin H, 2nd Floor

Nicole Guerin (Moderator), AXIS Capital
Mark Meyer, HFW
Troy Shuman, Enstar US
Kelly Tsai, O’Melveny & Myers LLP

This session will provide an introduction to key aspects of aviation insurance and 
explain the principles underlying recent court decisions in the US and UK concerning 
claims for lost aircraft leased to Russian operators. The panel will contextualize the 
issues addressed by the courts, analyze the different approaches adopted by the 
judgments, and explain the ramifications for future aviation covers.  The panel will 
also highlight likely issues under applicable reinsurance/retrocession contracts.



ARIAS·U.S. 2026 Spring Conference | April 29-May 1, 202612

				    	 Breakout Session D
					     Preparing an Expert Report that will hold up on Cross
					     Arlington, 2nd Floor

Leslie Davis, Troutman Pepper Locke
Larry Greengrass
Ronald Klein, Obtutus Advisory

Preparing an expert witness report is more than just putting your thoughts down 
on paper.  Every word will be scrutinizing by opposing counsel and challenged at 
deposition and at the hearing. This session will outline techniques for preparing an 
expert witness report that will hold up during the most difficult cross examinations.

1:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.		  Social Activities
The social activities include pre-registered Line Dancing at 3:30 pm at The Stage 
on Broadway. The Honky Tonk Highway will commence at 1:30 pm at Layla’s Honky 
Tonk. All venues are on Broadway between 5th & 3rd Avenues. Those who wish to 
participate will meet at Layla’s. This is a pay your own way bar crawl. The schedule is 
below:

1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.	 Layla’s Honky Tonk
2:30 p.m.– 3:30  p.m.	 Robert’s Western World
3:30 p.m.– 4:30  p.m.	 The Stage on Broadway 
			   Line Dancing for those who pre-registered
4:30 p.m.– 5:30  p.m.	 Honky Tonk Central

6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.		  Reception
					     Griffin E, 2nd Floor

					     Sponsored by:

Friday, May 1, 2026

7:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.		  Breakfast
					     (includes Newer Arbitrator/ Mediator Breakfast)

					     Griffin E, 2nd Floor

7:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.		  Registration
					     Griffin Pre-Function North, 2nd Floor
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8:35 a.m. – 9:35 a.m.		  General Session #5: From Algorithms to Arguments: Arbitrating 
					     with Generative Artificial Intelligence
					     Griffin ABCD, 2nd Floor

Joshua Polster, Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP 
Taylor Hoffman, Swiss Re Group
Josh Shettle, Enstar
James Calvert, Troutman Pepper Locke LLP

This session will discuss uses of generative AI in arbitration and litigation. The 
Panel will provide an overview of recent court decision concerning insurer usage 
of generative AI and lessons that can be learned from this first wave of case law.  
The Panel will then address how generative AI is transforming the litigation and 
arbitration process, including during the disclosure and discovery phase and at the 
final hearing.

9:35 a.m. – 10:05 a.m.		  Refreshment Break

10:05 a.m. – 11:05 a.m.		  General Session #6: Reinsurance and Captives: Key Concepts, 
					     Potential Pitfalls & Notable Claims
					     Griffin ABCD, 2nd Floor

Kyley Davoodi (Moderator), Clyde & Co US LLP
Mark Chudleigh, Kennedys
Ellen Kennedy, United Educators
Daryn Rush, Chubb
Christine Russell, Chubb Bermuda

This session will explore the nature of the captive arrangement, including the reasons 
companies utilize captives, how reinsurance with captives can differ from traditional 
reinsurance arrangements, and various pitfalls to watch out for.

11:10 a.m. – 12:10 p.m.		  General Session #7: Reinsurance Implications of Settlement of High 
					     Risk, Multi-Party Sexual Molestation Claims
					     Griffin ABCD, 2nd Floor

Joseph J. Schiavone, Saiber LLC
Andrew Maneval, Chesham Consulting, LLC
Michael Kuehn, Riverstone
Jeffrey Rubin, JM Rubin Consulting

The focus of the interactive discussion would be settlements, and consequent 
reinsurance recoveries, related to high risk, multi-party sexual molestation claims 
involving multiple perpetrators, multiple victims, multiple defendants, and multiple 
insurers (and their reinsurers). The discussion would explore the tension between the 
need to resolve these claims and the differing financial outcomes depending on how 
coverage is accessed and losses are allocated. Of particular interest is the question 
of exhaustion of coverage through layers of insurance where there are contentious 
issues related to the number of occurrences and trigger of coverage.

12:10 p.m. – 12:25 p.m.		  Closing Remarks

Sarah Gordon, Steptoe
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BIOGRAPHIES

ROSEHANA AMIN
Clyde & Co.

Rose is a Partner in London at Clyde & Co. She has extensive experience 
representing insurers and reinsurers on contentious matters in complex 
international arbitrations and litigation across multiple jurisdictions. She 
has advised on high-value and complex international coverage matters 
with a particular focus on international casualty and Bermuda Form claims, 
including disputes involving catastrophic environmental incidents, product 
liability and mass tort claims in jurisdictions including the UK, Bermuda, and 
Australia. 

CHRISTOPHER CELENTANO
Sompo Claims, North America

Christopher Celentano is Senior Vice President, Chief Technical Officer for 
Sompo Claims, North America. He is responsible for the technical and 
financial governance of claims across product lines, and shaping department 
claims strategy. Before joining Sompo, Chris spent a decade at Chubb in senior 
claims leadership roles managing high-severity claim portfolios worldwide. 
Earlier in his career, he practiced law at an international law firm focusing on 
insurance coverage.

JIM CALVERT
Troutman eMerge

As a Principal with Troutman eMerge, a wholly owned subsidiary of the firm 
that provides end-to-end, integrated discovery services, Jim leads attorneys 
and technologists in developing, testing, and implementing technology 
solutions to increase accuracy and efficiency in eDiscovery practice. Jim 
advises clients on all phases of discovery, negotiates discovery agreements, 
and advocates for clients involved in discovery disputes. He has managed the 
discovery process on a variety of matters including insurance and reinsurance 
matters, construction litigation, antitrust and other regulatory approval 
proceedings, SEC and DOJ investigations, commercial litigation, trade secret 
litigation, and patent infringement claims. Jim is a leader in the use of 
artificial intelligence technology, including Generative AI, predictive coding, 
and continuous active learning, and was recognized as a 2024 AI Visionary 
by Relativity. Jim is a frequent speaker on artificial intelligence, regularly 
presenting on emerging legal, regulatory, and business issues arising from the 
development and deployment of AI technologies.
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MARK CHUDLEIGH
Kennedys

Mark has over three decades’ experience of commercial litigation and 
arbitration, including in England, the United States and Bermuda. He 
practiced in London before returning to his native Bermuda where he is 
managing partner of Kennedys’ Bermuda office. 

Mark maintains an international practice and frequently acts on 
multijurisdictional (re)insurance matters, particularly matters involving the 
United States, having been admitted to the California Bar. He is well known for 
his work in relation to (re)insurance arbitrations having represented clients in 
arbitration proceedings in the United States, the United Kingdom, Switzerland, 
Canada and Bermuda and under institutional rules including ARIAS·U.S., 
UNCITRAL, CIArb, LCIA, Lloyd’s, JAMS and AAA. He has particular expertise in 
English and Bermuda arbitrations under the so-called “Bermuda Form”.

Mark acts as an expert witness on arbitration issues and has been appointed 
as an arbitrator in eight references, three the subject of a final hearing/award, 
including a complex, high-value dispute in which Mark was appointed as chair 
of a three-arbitrator panel. 

Mark is recognised as a leading lawyer by several directories, including 
Chambers Global and The Legal 500 and is head of the Appointments 
Committee of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators, Bermuda Branch.

MARTHA CONLIN
Troutman Pepper Locke

Martha represents insurers and reinsurers including the London insurance 
market. She has litigated long-tail claims arising from environmental 
contamination and exposure to toxic substances including asbestos and 
handles disputes involving construction defect claims and cyber risks.

Martha has extensive experience in the insurance and reinsurance industry 
covering everything from general liability, products liability, technology 
and media liability and construction to property, asbestos, environmental, 
reinsurance, mass tort and contribution claims. She also helps clients avoid 
litigation by resolving disputes through arbitration, mediation, and other 
alternative proceedings. Throughout her career, Martha has litigated high 
value cases in state and federal courts and private arbitration forums. She 
has successfully resolved contested matters through trial, dispositive motion 
practice, and settlement negotiation.
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LESLIE DAVIS
Troutman Pepper Locke LLP

Leslie is a partner in the Insurance/Reinsurance practice at Troutman 
Pepper Locke LLP with over two decades of experience litigating complex 
commercial cases in federal and state courts throughout the United States, 
as well as in domestic and international arbitrations. Leslie’s practice focuses 
on representing insurers and reinsurers in a broad spectrum of disputes, 
including life/health and property/casualty matters, as well as working 
alongside clients to develop strategies for addressing significant business 
issues. Throughout her career, Leslie also has represented insurers in complex 
mass tort-related bankruptcy cases and follow-on coverage litigation, 
including cases involving asbestos, talc, and abuse claims.

KYLEY DAVOODI
Clyde & Co

Kyley Davoodi is Senior Counsel at Clyde & Co in New York.  Kyley counsels 
domestic and international insurers and reinsurers in complex coverage 
litigations and arbitrations involving commercial reinsurance, trade credit 
and political risk insurance, and Bermuda Form, in addition to numerous 
types of other industry covers. Kyley is Co-Chair of the ARIAS Future Leaders 
Committee.

FRANK DEMENTO
Transatlantic Re

Frank DeMento is Senior Vice President and Claims Manager at TransRe. 
Before joining TransRe, he held senior positions, including Senior Counsel 
at Crowell and Moring LLP, Vice President at XL Reinsurance America, Inc., 
and partner at Mendes and Mount, LLP. Frank has been involved in industry 
associations, serving on the Education and Claims Committee, the Association 
Governance Committee of the Intermediaries & Reinsurance Underwriters 
Association (IRUA), and the Board of Directors of ROM Reinsurance 
Management Co. and the Association of Insurance and Reinsurance Run-
off Companies. He is an ARIAS·U.S. certified arbitrator and holds industry 
designations such as Associate in Reinsurance, Chartered Property Casualty 
Underwriter, and Certified Legacy Insurance Professional. Frank earned his 
undergraduate degree from Washington and Lee University and his Juris 
Doctor from St. John’s University School of Law.
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STEPHEN DZURY
PremiaRe US

Stephen Dzury is the SVP, Claims for PremiaRe US. Prior to this role, Steve was 
the Senior Vice President of Claims for IAT Insurance Group, based in Raleigh, 
NC, from 2018 through the end of 2022. He was responsible for leading a team 
of over 100 claims, legal and SIU professionals throughout his tenure at IAT. 
Steve was responsible for Automobile and General Liability claims, along with 
Auto Physical Damage, Workers’ Compensation, and Occupational Accident 
claims.

Steve graduated with a B.A. in Political Science, Cum Laude, from Temple 
University, and obtained an M.S. in Business Management from the Johns 
Hopkins University.

ANN FIELD
Aon

Ann Field is an Executive Managing Director at Aon, serving as the Head 
of Client Services for North America and Head of Global Advocacy for 
the Americas. In her role, Field oversees over 100 Claim and Accounting 
Advocates, managing all premiums, claims, and accounting for Aon’s diverse 
segments and clients. Field has a diverse and extensive background in all 
lines of property and casualty business involving treaty and facultative 
reinsurance contracts dating from 1945 through 2023. Field is an ARIAS·US 
certified arbitrator and a licensed attorney with over twenty-five years 
of significant experience in reinsurance and insurance coverage issues, 
arbitration and litigation. 

ARIAS·US certified since 2007, Field has served as an arbitrator or umpire on 
more than forty arbitrations. She is also a Northwestern University trained 
and certified mediator.

Field served on the ARIAS U.S. Board of Directors from 2011 through 2017 
and is currently the Chair of the ARIAS·U.S. Women’s Resource Committee. 
Field is a frequent speaker at various industry conferences. In 2015, 2016, 
and 2019 Intelligent Insurer honored Field as one of the “Top 100 Women In 
Reinsurance.”
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JOHN F. FINSTON
Finston Strategic Consulting LLC

John Finston is currently the principal member of Finston Strategic Consulting 
LLC focusing on insurance regulatory and transactional issues and expert 
witness and mediation and arbitration assignments.

John’s career spans over 45 years in both private practice and public service. 
He began his career at LeBoeuf, Lamb, Greene & MacRae. focusing on 
insurance and reinsurance transactions, reinsurance disputes and insurance 
insolvency, regulatory and ratemaking matters. He transitioned to Dentons 
US, where he had a similar practice and was chair of the firm’s Insurance 
Transaction and Regulatory Practice Group. John was also a Partner with 
Drinker Biddle & Reath and senior counsel with McDermott Will & Emery.

In addition to practicing law, John has had three positions in the public sector. 
His first position was with the California Department of Insurance where he 
served as Deputy Commissioner and General Counsel. John was active with 
the NAIC, as well, where he served as chair of the Reinsurance Task Force and 
chair of the Receivership Task Force. He was on the negotiation team for the 
US/EU covered agreement, as the designated reinsurance expert for the state 
regulatory team. John also served as the Executive Deputy Superintendent 
for Insurance at the New York Department of Financial Services from October 
2022 through December 2023. During his tenure at the DFS John was a 
member of the working group that developed the NAIC model bulletin on 
Artificial Intelligence and participated in the development of the DFS guidance 
on AI. In addition, he has served on the Board of Directors of the Federal 
Crop Insurance Corporation from 2013 to 2021, where he was the designated 
reinsurance and regulatory expert on the board.

PATRICIA TAYLOR FOX
Certified Arbitrator

Patricia Fox has spent her career leveraging a deep understanding of 
reinsurance to provide nuanced and strategic guidance on contract language 
and reinsurance disputes, train others on reinsurance principles and litigation 
strategy, and travel internationally to negotiate and arbitrate disputes. Having 
delivered successful resolutions across the globe, she has established a 
reputation as an expert in her field. 

Most recently, Patricia served as the Deputy General Counsel in the 
Reinsurance Department for American International Group. She began her 
career working in law firms, including Simpson Thacher and LeBoeuf Lamb, 
advising on arbitration and litigation as well as insurance coverage disputes. 
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SARAH D. GORDON
Steptoe LLP

Sarah Gordon leads Steptoe’s top-tier Insurance & Reinsurance practice and 
maintains a multifaceted litigation practice that encompasses insurance 
and reinsurance, commercial litigation, and professional liability. Clients 
appreciate her practical approach and ability to translate complex matters 
into concise, persuasive arguments.

ance and reinsurance realm, Sarah represents clients in complex litigation 
before federal and state courts and arbitration panels. She represents 
insurance companies involved in a wide range of coverage disputes, including 
latent health coverage claims, long-tail environmental coverage claims, and 
claims against directors and officers. Most recently, she has been centrally 
involved on behalf of insurers in coverage disputes over COVID-19 claims, 
sports-related brain injury claims (concussions), PFAS, cyber coverage claims, 
and abuse claims. On the reinsurance side, Sarah’s work routinely involves 
the duty of utmost good faith, the interpretation of treaty language, claims 
management, premium disputes, and underwriting practices. Sarah has 
extensive arbitration experience.

LARRY GREENGRASS

Larry Greengrass is well known in the reinsurance community, having retired 
after spending over forty years at Mound Cotton Wollan & Greengrass. 
During his time with the firm, he represented insurers, reinsurers, brokers, 
intermediaries and managing general agents in numerous complex matters. 
He is a former officer of a Bermuda based reinsurance company, is certified as 
an arbitrator by ARIAS·U.S. and has been a certified mediator in Federal Court. 
He has presented on numerous reinsurance topics at ARIAS, RAA, ELANY, 
Eastern Claims Conference, BRMA and other organizations. He was recently 
appointed to the AIRROC Advisory Committee and is Co-Chair of the AIRROC 
Dispute Resolution Committee.

Mr. Greengrass’ legal practice has encompassed a wide range of subjects 
involving the property/casualty as well as life/accident and health aspects 
of the insurance and reinsurance industry. He has addressed complex issues 
involving property, casualty and contingency coverages, financial reinsurance, 
reinsurance spirals, life, accident and health insurance and reinsurance 
(including claims and disability issues, life settlements and yearly renewable 
term disputes), asbestos and environmental allocation disputes, insolvency 
and toxic torts. As counsel he has handled well over 150 reinsurance 
arbitrations and has litigated in state and federal courts throughout the 
United States. He has also handled matters based in Bermuda, Cayman 
islands and the United Kingdom. Since retiring from the firm, he has been 
appointed as an arbitrator/umpire in numerous reinsurance arbitrations.
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SUSAN GRONDINE-DAUWER
SEG-D Consulting LLC

Susan Grondine-Dauwer has more than 25 years of professional and executive 
experience within the insurance and reinsurance industry, including roles 
as general counsel, chief claims officer, board member, officer, treasurer, 
and corporate secretary. She has been responsible for a wide range of high-
level assignments involving expertise in strategic planning, mergers and 
acquisitions, operational management, regulatory compliance, reinsurance 
asset management, claims reengineering, and run-off structuring. She has 
technical expertise in property/casualty primary and excess/excess and 
surplus lines complex claims, direct and assumed claims administration, 
drafting and reviewing insurance and reinsurance agreements, reinsurance 
collections, commutations, and various types of MGA/MGU operations. 
Susan is a member of ARIAS·U.S. and is an ARIAS·U.S. Certified Arbitrator. 
She serves on the ARIAS·U.S. Arbitrators Committee and the Publications 
Committee, is the co-chair of the newly formed Claims and Litigation 
Management Alliance’s Reinsurance and Run-Off Advisory Board. Susan 
earned her undergraduate degree from Boston College and her J.D. from 
Boston University School of Law. She is admitted to practice in Massachusetts, 
the U.S. Supreme Court, U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit, and U.S. 
District Court in Massachusetts.

NICOLE GUERIN
AXIS Capital

Nicole Guerin is Global Head of Reinsurance Claims at AXIS Capital, bringing 
more than 25 years of insurance and reinsurance industry experience. She 
has held senior leadership roles with insurance carriers, a global reinsurance 
broker, a startup RBP cost-containment company, and a global reinsurer, 
leading teams across the United States, Canada, the United Kingdom, Ireland, 
and Europe. Her expertise spans legal, operational, and claims leadership, 
including in-house counsel, Chief Operating Officer, claims management, 
managed care contracting, treaty drafting and negotiation, commutations, 
and alternative dispute resolution. Nicole has deep experience across workers’ 
compensation and other casualty lines, general liability, property, disability, 
life, accident and health, and excess of loss and stop-loss reinsurance. She 
has presented for organizations including the RAA, IACP, SIIA, PBA, and DRI. 
Nicole serves on the Board of Consultors for Villanova University’s Fitzpatrick 
College of Nursing and actively supports AXIS’s Women’s Employee Resource 
Group. She holds a BSN from Villanova University and a JD from Widener 
University School of Law and is licensed to practice both Nursing and Law in 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania.
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AIMEE HOBEN
The Hartford

Aimee Hoben is Vice President and Head of Reinsurance and Multinational 
Law, and Corporate Risk Management at The Hartford, where she’s worked 
for 18 years. Her team supports all reinsurance legal aspects for the 
Company such as ceded and assumed disputes, Captives, and ongoing Ceded 
Reinsurance placement including CAT bonds. The team advises underwriters 
in The Hartford’s assumed reinsurance business, Navigators Re, which writes 
Credit & Political Risk reinsurance out of Zurich, International Property at 
Lloyds, multi-line reinsurance in Latin America, and property and specialty 
casualty lines in the U.S. and Canada. The team supports the Company’s 
multinational network, including international reinsurance licensing and 
Bermuda subsidiaries. The Corporate Risk Management function buys The 
Hartford’s own insurance, excluding health, and manages claims under those 
coverages.

TAYLOR M. HOFFMAN
Swiss Re

Taylor M. Hoffman is a Senior Vice President and Senior Legal Counsel—
Litigation at Swiss Re. His practice includes a wide variety of litigations, 
arbitrations and investigations, as well as counseling on cybersecurity and 
ESG matters. Taylor had previously practiced at both Debevoise & Plimpton 
and Covington & Burling, and clerked for the Honorable Emilio M. Garza 
of the US Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. Taylor is co-founder and 
President of the International Data Law Association and chair emeritus of The 
Sedona Conference® Working Group Six (International Electronic Information 
Management, Discovery, and Disclosure).
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FRED KARLINSKY
Greenberg Traurig

Fred Karlinsky is a Shareholder and Chair of Greenberg Traurig’s Global 
Insurance Regulatory and Transactions Practice Group. He also serves on 
Greenberg Traurig’s Executive Committee. Fred has over 30 years of experience 
representing the interests of insurers, reinsurers, and a wide variety of other 
insurance-related entities. He is a recognized authority on national insurance 
regulatory and compliance issues, has taken a leadership position in many 
insurance trade organizations, and has been listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America, Super Lawyers, Florida Trend 500, and Florida Trend’s “Legal 
Elite” for his work in insurance law. Recognized as the only Band 1 Florida 
insurance lawyer by Chambers & Partners and one of the most influential 
leaders in Florida politics by City & State Florida and INFLUENCE Magazine, 
Fred has in-depth knowledge of insurance compliance matters and has 
been a primary strategist in virtually all types of Florida insurance-related 
legislative initiatives. In addition to his role with Greenberg Traurig, Fred has 
been an Adjunct Professor of Law at Florida State University College of Law 
since 2008. Since 2014 Fred has served on the Florida Supreme Court Judicial 
Nominating Commission (JNC), where six of the seven sitting Justices of the 
Florida Supreme Court have been appointed during Fred’s tenure on the 
JNC. Fred previously chaired the Florida Supreme Court Judicial Nominating 
Commission from 2022-2025.
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JORDAN S. KELLER

Jordan has over 20 years of legal experience working and negotiating with 
many of the top companies in the entertainment and digital media industries, 
and a deep commitment to providing the highest level of service to every 
client he works with. Jordan co-founded the Firm to offer the experience 
he gained through years of mentorship in a larger firm, with personal, 
customized attention to meet the unique legal needs of his clients.
He serves both a national and international client base, including 
entertainment and media companies; music industry record labels, 
distributors, and publishers; motion picture and television producers, 
distributors, writers, directors, and actors; playwrights, composers, and other 
artists.

Because his late father, Jack Keller, was a songwriter, Jordan has always been 
attuned to the needs and desires of entertainers, songwriters, and producers, 
and has marshaled his firm’s resources to address them. The Firm attempts to 
be accessible to its clients, whereas most attorneys today are not. To provide 
effective and affordable legal services to composers, authors, publishers, 
producers, and artists, Jordan is willing to challenge the mega music 
corporations if necessary.

Jordan’s legal expertise and understanding of his clients’ businesses and 
objectives in this digital age enable him to provide practical advice to support 
prudent decision-making. His established history and reputation in the 
entertainment and media industry allow his experienced team of attorneys 
to add knowledge, depth, and insight for every client, case, and transaction. 
He has over a decade of industry insider experience and long-standing, high-
level relationships in the advertising and entertainment industries, which give 
him access to resources in those communities that are critical to his clients’ 
success.
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ELLEN S. KENNEDY
United Educators

Ellen (“Ellie”) Kennedy is the Vice President of Resolutions Management 
(Claims) and General Counsel at United Educators, one of the country’s largest 
risk retention groups. UE provides liability insurance and reinsurance products 
to educational institutions, including colleges, universities, independent 
schools, community colleges, and public K-12 institutions. Ellie joined UE in 
November 2019 after spending 21 years — including 12 years as a partner — 
at Hogan Lovells in Washington D.C., where she was a trial litigator and with a 
specialty in insurance defense. She earned a JD from the University of Virginia 
School of Law, Order of the Coif, where she was also a member of the Virginia 
Law Review. She earned a BA from Duke University, graduating magna cum 
laude and as a member of Phi Beta Kappa. She is also a member of National 
Association of College and University Attorneys (NACUA).

DAISY KHAMBATTA
Kennedys

Daisy is a partner in the Austin office and has spent the last 25 years 
representing insurers and reinsurers in every aspect of their business, 
including claims counseling, litigation and arbitration, premium disputes 
and policy drafting. She is adept at handling coverage disputes involving 
commercial, primary, umbrella, excess and surplus lines policies, including 
providing clients with guidance on litigating bad faith, fraud and other 
extra-contractual claims. Daisy has extensive experience litigating long tail 
environmental claims, construction defect claims and professional liability 
claims.

Daisy also devotes a substantial portion of her practice to defending 
clients in commercial, product liability and toxic tort litigation. She has a 
successful track record representing both Fortune 500 Companies and small 
business in Illinois and Texas against a variety of mass tort claims including 
asbestos, silica, benzene and coal workers pneumoconiosis suits. As national 
coordinating counsel for both a heat processing equipment manufacturer and 
a textile manufacturer, Daisy manages local counsel throughout the United 
States and implements the national litigation and trial strategy on behalf of 
defendants sued in asbestos cases.

as a council member to the Insurance Law Section of the State Bar of Texas. 
Daisy is also affiliated with the Illinois Association of Defense Trial Counsel 
and the Austin Bar Association.
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RONALD KLEIN, FSA, MAAA
Obtutus Advisory GmbH

Ronnie has 44 years of insurance/reinsurance experience having worked and 
lived in Switzerland, the UK and the US. In his current roles, Ronnie is an 
expert witness and arbitrator in insurer/reinsurer disputes and consults for 
other clients. He also is Co-Chair of the ReFocus Programming Committee 
and served on the Board of Directors of the Society of Actuaries. Before 
this, Ronnie worked as Director Global Aging for The Geneva Association 
in Zürich, Executive Director of BILTIR, Head of Life Reinsurance for Zurich 
Insurance Group in Zürich, Head of Life Reinsurance for AIG in New York and 
Global Head of Life Pricing for Swiss Re in London, where he holds a patent 
(US20060026092A1) for the Vita Mortality Bond Ronnie began his career 
at Mutual of New York and owns his own consulting firm, Obtutus Advisory 
GmbH, registered in Switzerland.

MICHAEL KUEHN
Riverstone

Michael started his career as a lawyer in private practice in 2008, litigating 
insurance and reinsurance disputes. He moved to Riverstone in 2017 as Ceded 
Reinsurance Counsel and shortly thereafter assumed responsibility for all 
reinsurance-related disputes. In 2018, Michael was responsible for the team 
that handled reinsurance collections for all Riverstone-managed books of 
business. Currently, he is VP, Director of Ceded Reinsurance Claims. Michael is 
a graduate of Gettysburg College and Villanova Law School.

FRANK LATTAL
Lattal ADR

Frank A. Lattal acts as an independent arbitrator and mediator for 
commercial, international, and insurance and reinsurance related disputes. 
He had a 35-year career in law and the insurance industry including private 
practice for 14 years followed by 21 years with the Chubb Group (formerly the 
ACE Group). Most recently, he served for 15 years as the Chief Claims Officer 
for ACE/Chubb. In that role he was the chief executive officer for a Claims 
organization of more than 6000 claim professionals operating in 54 countries. 
Frank is a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators and is a certified 
member of various arbitration panels around the world including AAA-ICDR, 
SIAC, CI-MAC, CPR, ARIAS US, ARIAS UK, and FINRA. He is also member of 
ARBITRA International. Frank is the Co-Author of New Jersey Insurance Law, 
a one-volume treatise published annually by ALM Media Partners, currently in 
its 19th edition.
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SUSAN E. MACK
Law Offices of Susan E. Mack, P.A.

A co-founder of ARIAS·U.S. and the organization’s first female director, Susan 
E. Mack operates a boutique law firm in Northeast Florida. Susan has been 
recognized by her peers as a Best Lawyer in America from 2021-25. While she 
structures transactions and advises both reinsurers and cedents, the bulk of 
her time is devoted to her frequent appointments as arbitrator and umpire in 
insurance and reinsurance arbitrations.

Since 2001, Susan has been appointed as either the sole neutral or an 
arbitration panel member in over 190 proceedings. Recently, her most 
frequent appointments have been in life or health controversies. Her life 
industry experience stems from her executive officer tenure at Transamerica 
Life Re from 1998-2006. While SVP and General Counsel, she served as Chief 
Claims Officer, Chief Treaties Officer, Chief Compliance Officer and as Head 
of the Health Reinsurance profit center. Dedicated to industry improvement 
efforts, she acted as Reinsurance Committee Chair for the American Council 
of Life Insurers. She was the inaugural Chair for the Life Committee of the 
Reinsurance Association of America.

Susan holds the distinction of also having significant property/casualty 
experienceas Head Reinsurance Counsel of Aetna, and as General Counsel of 
St. Paul Re and The Main Street America Group.

Before opening her firm, Susan served as an ethics partner for Adams and 
Reese, LLP, an Am Jur 200 law firm. She is a long-term member of the 
ARIAS·U.S. Ethics Discussion Group.
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ANDREW MANEVAL
Chesham Consulting, LLC

Andrew Maneval is the President of Chesham Consulting, LLC, providing 
services as an Umpire, Arbitrator, and Mediator in the insurance/reinsurance 
and financial services industries; he also provides consulting and expert 
witness services in these fields. Andrew is accredited as an Umpire and 
Arbitrator by ARIAS·US, the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA), 
and the Association of Insurance and Reinsurance Run-Off Companies 
(AIRROC). He serves as an arbitrator/umpire for the American Arbitration 
Association and ICDR and is an authorized Mediator in New Hampshire 
state courts. He has trained industry groups on arbitration, reinsurance, and 
negotiations, and has frequently lectured on these topics. As an Umpire, 
Arbitrator, attorney, expert witness, and company manager, Andrew has been 
involved in hundreds of arbitrations.

Andrew worked as an attorney with the Mound Cotton firm in NYC for 
thirteen years before becoming an executive with various insurance and 
reinsurance companies in The Hartford Financial Services Group, Inc. He was 
the President, COO, and Board Chairman of First State Insurance Company, 
New England Reinsurance Corp., ITT New England Management Co., Inc., 
and Horizon Management Group, LLC. He was responsible for winding up 
various run-off insurance and reinsurance businesses in the US and UK. He 
was a Director and Manager of the Excess Insurance Co., Ltd. and Downlands 
Liability Management, Ltd. He was a co-founder of the trade association, 
AIRROC, and served as its first Board Chair. He also acted as Chair of the 
Creditors Committee for a Rhode Island Commutation Plan and as Adjudicator 
of a UK Scheme of Arrangement. Andrew also served as a charter member of 
the Insurance/Reinsurance Industry Dispute Resolution Task Force and helped 
draft AIRROC’s Arbitration Procedures.

MARK MEYER
HFW

Mark is an experienced Partner in HFW’s Insurance and Reinsurance team 
with almost 30 years of experience. Much of Mark’s work has an international 
element.

Mark acts mostly for reinsurers with a particular focus on aviation and 
property disputes. The Chambers Guide describes Mark as “perfectly charming 
and canny” and recognizes his direct approach to solving legal problems.

Mark became Director of the Aviation Insurance Association’s Attorney 
Division in April 2025 and sits on the Association’s Board of Directors. He is 
also a member of the Professional Liability Underwriters Society and ARIAS. 
His clients include many of the large insurance and reinsurance groupings.
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MICHAEL MUSCARELLA
TransRe

Michael Muscarella is a Vice President at TransRe and a member of the 
New York-based U.S. Custom Claims Team. He brings more than 25 years 
of experience from a global insurance carrier where he served as a Vice 
President, managing and overseeing complex catastrophe and high-exposure 
excess litigation worldwide, including class actions, MDLs, mass tort, product 
liability, general liability and commercial trucking matters. Michael has 
co-authored industry articles on punitive damages, XPL, ECO, and bad faith 
exposures and their impact on claims. He holds a B.S. from Adelphi University.

STEVE NAJJAR
Hannover Re

Steve Najjar initially joined Hannover Re Group in May 1998 as Vice President 
and General Counsel and advanced to Chief Operating Officer in 2004. 
Between 2004 to 2006, Mr. Najjar was appointed CEO of Hannover Re’s P&C 
primary writer, Clarendon Insurance Group, where he led the restructuring, 
recapitalization and transformation of Clarendon into Praetorian Financial 
Group. Between 2006 to 2009, Mr. Najjar served as Executive Vice President, 
Chief Operating Officer and General Counsel of Universal American Corp., one 
of the largest writers of Medicare Advantage and Medicare Prescription Drug 
Plans. In 2009, Steve re-joined Hannover Re US as Executive VicePresident, 
General Counsel and Head of its Health Solutions Business Unit. He is a 
Member of Hannover Re US’s Operational Council responsible for steering the 
Company’s strategic direction. Prior to joining Hannover Re in 1998, Mr. Najjar 
practiced law in Atlanta, Georgia with Morris, Manning and Martin and Neely 
& Player.
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DON ORLANDO
Tradesman

Over 30 years of Insurance experience claims and underwriting as an 
executive officer. Don headed Staff counsel operations for a major insurance 
carrier responsible for all 50 states. Don’s specialty is litigation management 
in many areas of the insurance industry. Don has worked as a jury consultant 
for major product manufacturers and has served as an expert witness. 

Donald has 30 years of insurance experience and has worked for two major 
insurance carriers and headed consulting firms that specialized in legal/claim 
audits, forensic investigations and software development for the legal and 
medical communities.

Donald has a 30 year background in white collar crime investigations which 
has led to criminal convictions in the federal arenas.

Donald has testified as an expert in the insurance field and has
testified at trials and arbitrations as an expert for carriers involving coverage 
disputes, financial certifications, bankruptcy proceedings and conducted 
seminars and lectures on claim and legal related issues. Donald has also 
served as a mediator on coverage disputes, civil personal injury disputes, 
matrimonial disputes, fee disputes and collateral disputes/expert auditor.

JOSHUA POLSTER
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP

Joshua Polster represents clients in complex commercial litigation, with a 
particular focus on insurance coverage, pricing and class-action disputes; fund 
investment, revenue share, and GP stakes-related claims; and other complex 
contract matters. Josh tries high-stakes cases in court and before arbitral 
tribunals. He regularly counsels insurers on strategic concerns and coverage 
issues and is experienced in handling complex actuarial matters. Josh also 
regularly assists family offices in successfully resolving disputes.

Josh received his A.B., magna cum laude, from Princeton University and 
graduated from the New York University School of Law, magna cum laude, 
where he was a Butler Scholar and Pomeroy Scholar. Josh served as a law 
clerk for the Honorable Dennis Jacobs, Chief Judge of the Second Circuit 
Court of Appeals. Josh began his career as a high school history teacher and 
received his M.S. from Pace University.
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MICHAEL ROBLES
Husch Blackwell LLP

For the past 26+ years, Mike’s practice has been dedicated to litigating and 
arbitrating high-stakes, high-profile insurance and reinsurance disputes. 
Mike has been lead counsel for insurers (including captives), reinsurers, and 
brokers in arbitrations, litigations, negotiations, and mediations, and been at 
the forefront of the issues confronting the insurance/reinsurance industries 
over the past few decades.

JEFF RUBIN
JM Rubin Consulting

Jeff Rubin provides insurance, reinsurance, and commercial arbitration, 
mediation and consulting services and serves as an Umpire, Arbitrator, 
Mediator, and Expert Witness in industry proceedings.  Jeff is an ARIAS·U.S. 
certified arbitrator and mediator, FINRA (Financial Services Industry) 
arbitrator, and NFA (National Futures Association) arbitrator.

Formerly Jeff served as Senior Vice President, Director of Global Claims, 
of Odyssey Reinsurance Company (Odyssey Re) for eighteen years and as 
Senior Vice President, Senior Claims Counsel, of Odyssey Re for three years.  
Before joining Odyssey Re, Jeff was General Counsel, Member of the Board of 
Directors, Director of Litigation, and Reinsurance Work-Out Specialist at The 
Resolution Group (TRG), now known as Riverstone Resources.  Prior to joining 
TRG, Mr. Rubin practiced law in Chicago for sixteen years where he was a 
partner at Phelan Pope & John, Ltd., Of Counsel at Lovell’s, and an Associate 
at Abramson & Fox.
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DARYN RUSH
Chubb

Daryn Rush is the Global Director of Reinsurance Litigation at Chubb. In that 
role, he oversees all ceded and assumed reinsurance disputes worldwide. 
He also counsels the company on wide-ranging insurance and reinsurance 
issues and manages other non-reinsurance disputes. Prior to joining Chubb, 
Daryn spent more than thirty years in private practice, where he represented 
domestic and foreign insurers and reinsurers in arbitration, mediation 
and litigation, including dozens of reinsurance arbitrations and lawsuits to 
final award or verdict. Daryn also has extensive experience with insurance 
receiverships and has represented insurers, reinsurers, managing general 
agents, policyholders and other interested parties in domestic and foreign 
receiverships and Schemes of Arrangement. He has written numerous articles 
on insurance and reinsurance-related issues and has spoken at many industry 
conferences and seminars. He is a graduate of the University of Maryland and 
the Georgetown University Law Center.

CHRISTINE RUSSELL
Chubb Bermuda

Christine Russell is the Head of Bermuda Claims and Claims Counsel. She 
oversees the entirety of Chubb Bermuda’s Claims Division, including Excess 
Liability, Financial Lines, Property and Political Risk.

Before joining Chubb Bermuda, Christine was a recognized leader in Chubb. 
For nine years, she served as Senior Vice President, Head of Reinsurance 
for Chubb’s Brandywine Group of Insurance and Reinsurance Companies in 
Philadelphia. She and her team of 28 employees were involved in all aspects 
of complex claims handling, including the successful execution of litigation, 
arbitration and negotiated settlement strategies for severity matters in formal 
dispute.

Prior to joining Chubb, Christine was a partner at White and Williams LLP 
in Philadelphia. She has a Bachelor of Arts degree from Ursinus College in 
Pennsylvania and earned her Juris Doctor from Widener University School of 
Law.
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JOESPH SCHIAVONE
Saiber LLC

Joseph J. Schiavone is a senior member of Saiber LLC’s Insurance and 
Reinsurance practice group with more than 35 years of litigation experience. 
He represents many of the nation’s largest insurers and reinsurers in complex 
matters involving reinsurance, primary and excess coverage, products liability, 
class actions, environmental liability, bad faith, errors and omissions, and 
directors and officers coverage.

A highly accomplished trial lawyer, Joe has handled hundreds of insurance 
and reinsurance disputes and has tried more than 100 cases to final decision 
in arbitration and litigation. He has appeared in state and federal courts 
across the country, argued significant appeals, and regularly appears as 
counsel before virtually all the leading arbitrators in the insurance industry.  
His experience includes managing high-exposure matters for numerous 
prominent insurers, reflecting a long-standing record of trusted counsel on 
complex and consequential disputes.

Joe has also served as an expert witness on reinsurance issues, including 
allocation and follow the settlements. Internationally recognized in the field, 
he frequently speaks and writes on insurance and reinsurance law, addressing 
topics such as allocation, insolvency, and long-tail claims. He has presented 
at major industry conferences worldwide and remains an active contributor 
to legal thought leadership in the insurance sector. Joe received his B.A. from 
the College of William and Mary, and his J.D. from the University of Miami Law 
School.
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JOSHUA R. SCHWARTZ
Premia Holdings, Inc.

Joshua R. Schwartz is General Counsel for the Premia Group of Insurance 
and Reinsurance Companies where he provides legal counsel to Premia’s 
operations in the U.S., Bermuda, London and Continental Europe. Prior to 
joining Premia, Josh served as Senior Managing Counsel, Global Director of 
Reinsurance Litigation for Chubb. His responsibilities included pre-dispute 
counseling and management of reinsurance disputes involving Chubb 
entities, including Chubb Tempest Re, Chubb Tempest Life Re, Brandywine 
and the ceded reinsurance of Chubb’s insurance business in 54 countries. 
Prior to this role, Josh served as General Counsel and Regional Compliance 
Officer for Chubb Bermuda. His responsibilities included providing legal 
advice on professional lines, excess liability, property and reinsurance claims; 
participating in mediations, arbitrations and other litigation; counseling 
underwriters on policy and reinsurance wordings; assisting with product 
development; and providing advice on risk management. Josh joined ACE (now 
Chubb) in 2006 as Associate General Counsel (Litigation) in New York. Before 
ACE, Josh worked as Counsel at O’Melveny & Myers, Associate at Fried Frank 
Harris Shriver & Jacobson and Law Clerk to the Hon. Federico A. Moreno, 
District Court Judge, Southern District of Florida.

JOSH SHETTLE
Enstar (US) Inc.

Josh Shettle is a Vice President, Litigation Counsel at Enstar (US) Inc. He 
provides legal advice to Enstar’s portfolio of client companies on ceded and 
assumed reinsurance issues, including disputes and commutations. In addition 
to his reinsurance work, he provides advice on direct insurance and non-
ordinary course matters. Prior to joining Enstar in 2014, Josh worked as a staff 
attorney for the City of Baltimore. Josh attended the University of Maryland 
School of Law and Fairfield University.

TROY SHUMAN
Enstar (US) Inc.

Troy Shuman is VP, Litigation & Coverage Counsel at Enstar (US). Troy is 
primarily responsible for Coverage Litigation pending in North America and 
involving Enstar (US) client companies. In that capacity he provides legal 
advice to Enstar’s portfolio of client companies on complex coverage issues, 
ceded reinsurance issues, and assumed reinsurance issues. Prior to joining 
Enstar in 2021, Troy worked in the New York office of Clyde & Co. Troy attended 
Roger Williams University School of Law and the University of Maryland.
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LISA SIMON
Swiss Re

Lisa Simon is a Vice President and Claims Expert at Swiss Re where she 
manages legacy and current claims involving asbestos, pollution, and 
toxic tort exposures. She also researches, analyzes, writes and presents on 
emerging risks and trends such as psychedelics, repetitive head trauma, 
chemicals, climate change, and AI. Lisa is a member of Swiss Re’s Liability 
Expert Network and its Extreme Weather internal working group, and one of 
20 people selected for their Industry Thought Leader program. She holds a 
J.D. from Brooklyn Law School and the CPCU, ARe, and RPLU designations.

KELLY TSAI
O’Melveny & Myers LLP

Kelly Tsai represents clients in state and federal courts, as well as before 
arbitral tribunals, with a focus on insurance and reinsurance disputes. She 
has extensive experience with matters involving general liability, product 
liability, environmental, property, and professional liability coverage. Kelly 
has been recognized as a Super Lawyers Rising Star in Business Litigation and 
is an active member of the Asian American Bar Association of New York. She 
earned her J.D., cum laude, from Cornell Law School and her B.A. with honors 
in Economics and Political Science from the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill.

ALYSA WAKIN
Odyssey Reinsurance Company

Alysa Wakin is Vice President and Claims Counsel for Odyssey Reinsurance 
Company where she manages the litigation and arbitration of disputes on 
behalf of it and its subsidiaries. Prior to joining Odyssey Re, Ms. Wakin was a 
litigator with the firm of Wiley Rein & Fielding where she represented insurers 
and reinsurers in complex litigation and arbitration matters and provided 
advice and counsel on a wide range of insurance and reinsurance topics. Ms. 
Wakin first entered the world of reinsurance in 1995 as an associate with the 
firm of Werner & Kennedy. Ms. Wakin previously served on the ARIAS·U.S. 
Education Committee, the Strategic Planning Committee, the ARIAS Board 
of Directors, and is currently Chair of the Ethics Committee. In 2025, Ms. 
Wakin received the Dick Kennedy Award for epitomizing the objectives of 
ARIAS·U.S. by making significant contributions towards the improvement of 
the arbitration process and by fostering the development of arbitration law 
and practice as a means of resolving national and international insurance and 
reinsurance disputes in an efficient, economical and equitable manner.
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KIRK D. WILLIS
The Willis Law Group

Kirk D. Willis is a respected trial attorney and has a breadth of experience 
in “Bet-the-company litigation” such as products, construction, professional 
malpractice, and officer and director liability defense, having represented 
boat manufacturers, crane and hoist companies, construction contractors, 
brokers, and financial and non-profit institutions in litigation nationwide.  He 
is board certified in Personal Injury Trial Law by the Texas Board of Legal 
Specialization.  Kirk has established himself as a Leading Attorney in the 
Nation as fraud prevention investigation and Litigation Counsel for major 
insurance companies, brokers and contractors.

W. MARK WIGMORE
Avalon Consulting, LLC

Mark Wigmore has more than 37 years of experience in the property/casualty 
insurance and reinsurance industries. Currently, Mr. Wigmore serves as 
Managing Director of Avalon Consulting, LLC, an insurance and reinsurance 
dispute resolution and claims consultancy firm. Mr. Wigmore has served as 
arbitrator or umpire in more than 200 arbitrations, including as panel chair 
in arbitrations seated in the US, Bermuda, and Canada. As a consultant, 
Mr. Wigmore has provided advice to insurers and reinsurers concerning 
catastrophic property/casualty claims that present complex liability and 
coverage issues, including brushfires and flooding in Australia, off-shore oil 
rig explosions, and the Christchurch, NZ earthquakes.

Mr. Wigmore was a member of the Board of Directors of Electric Insurance 
Company (n/k/a Riverstone International Insurance, Inc.) of Beverly, 
Massachusetts from 2013-2025 and was the Chairman of the Board’s Audit 
Committee from 2014-2025. Prior to forming in Avalon 2004, Mr. Wigmore 
served as President and CEO of St. Paul Re, Inc., and prior to that he was 
Senior Vice President and Associate General Counsel with The Travelers 
Companies.

Mr. Wigmore received his B.A. from Wittenberg University, his J.D. from 
The George Washington University and his M.B.A. from the University of 
Connecticut.

Mr. Wigmore is an ARIAS·US Certified Arbitrator and Umpire. He is also listed 
on the AAA Roster of Neutrals, its Panel of Reinsurance Arbitrators, the CPR 
Panel of Distinguished Neutrals, LCIA, FINRA and he is a member of ACT-ADR. 
Mr. Wigmore is an Accredited Mediator by the Centre for Effective Dispute 
Resolution (CEDR) in London and is an ARIAS·US Qualified Mediator.
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ARIAS·U.S. is a not-for-profit corporation that promotes improvement of 
the insurance and reinsurance arbitration process for the international and 
domestic markets. ARIAS·U.S. provides initial training, continuing in-depth 
conferences and workshops in the skills necessary to serve effectively on 
an insurance/reinsurance arbitration panel. In addition, ARIAS·U.S. certifies 
a pool of qualified arbitrators and serves as a resource for parties involved 
in a dispute to find the appropriate persons to resolve the matter in a 
professional, knowledgeable and cost effective manner.

ARIAS·U.S. members include representatives of insurance companies, 
reinsurance companies, law firms and independent contractors with 
experience in the field. Some of the participants in ARIAS·U.S. meetings 
may be in competition with one another. For this reason, ARIAS·U.S. wishes 
to state unequivocal support for the policy of competition served by the 
antitrust laws.

The Policy of ARIAS·U.S. Requires Full Compliance with the Antitrust Laws 
ARIAS·U.S. is firmly committed to free competition. In particular, ARIAS·U.S. 
stresses that members have and retain full and exclusive authority for 
making their own decisions in arbitrations or litigations in which they are 
involved, as well as in all of their business activities. ARIAS·U.S. does not 
in any way serve to facilitate agreements among competitors to coordinate 
their activities with respect to billing practices, collections, underwriting, or 
any other competitively sensitive activity of insurers or reinsurers. Rather, 
ARIAS·U.S. exists solely in order to provide educational and informational 
assistance in connection with the dispute-resolution process of arbitration or 
litigation.

Although the activities of ARIAS·U.S. are not intended to restrain competition 
in any manner, it is always possible that meetings involving competitors 
could be seen by some as an opportunity to engage in anti-competitive 
conduct. Good business judgment requires making substantial efforts to 
safeguard against any appearance of an antitrust violation -- both because 
ARIAS·U.S. has a firm commitment to the principle of free competition, and 
because the penalties for antitrust violations are severe. Certain violations of 
the Sherman Act, such as price fixing, are felony crimes for which individuals 
may be imprisoned or fined. In recent years, corporations have paid hundreds 
of millions of dollars in fines for these antitrust offenses. In addition, class 
actions and other treble damage claims by private parties are very expensive 
to litigate and can result in large judgments. Penalties might be imposed 
upon ARIAS·U.S., its individual and corporate members, and their individual 
representatives if they were adjudged to have violated the antitrust laws in 
connection with their ARIAS·U.S. activities. Members should not count on an 
antitrust immunity simply because insurance is a highly regulated industry.

It is the responsibility of every member of ARIAS·U.S. fully to comply with 
the antitrust laws in all ARIAS·U.S. activities. In order to assist members 
in recognizing situations that may raise the appearance of an antitrust 
problem, the meeting chair shall furnish at each meeting a copy of this Policy 
Statement and the following Guidelines.

Guidelines to Ensure Antitrust Compliance 
Many ARIAS·U.S. members are skilled in the legal process and may be 
expected to understand their responsibility under the antitrust laws. 
Nonetheless, it is useful to state, as a reminder, some basic guidelines that 
will minimize potential antitrust risk.

1.	 ARIAS·U.S. members may freely discuss matters that are not 
competitively sensitive, such as legal developments, ethical principles, 
procedures, laws that affect the industry, ways to make proceedings more 
efficient, and technical problems involved in arbitration or litigation. It is 
permissible, for example, to draft sample arbitration clauses that parties 
may select on a voluntary basis.

THE ARIAS·U.S. 2026 SPRING CONFERENCE AND ANNUAL MEETING
WILL BE CONDUCTED UNDER THE ARIAS·U.S. ANTITRUST POLICY

POLICY STATEMENT AND GUIDELINES CONCERNING ANTITRUST COMPLIANCE

2.	 ARIAS·U.S. meetings and activities shall not be used as an occasion 
to reach or attempt to reach any understanding or agreement among 
competitors -- whether written or oral, formal or informal, express or 
implied -- to coordinate their activities with regard to billing, collections, 
premiums, terms or conditions of contracts, territories or customers. 
Thus, for example, competing cedents (or competing reinsurers) should 
not agree with one another that they will require use of a particular 
arbitration clause, and especially should not agree that they will boycott 
parties that reject the clause.

3.	 The best way to guard against the appearance of such an agreement is 
to avoid any discussion of subjects that might raise concern as a restraint 
on competition. Accordingly, ARIAS·U.S. meetings and activities shall not 
be used as the occasion for competitors to exchange information on any 
competitively sensitive subjects, including the following:

	 (a) ARIAS·U.S. activities and communications shall not include discussion 
among competitors to coordinate their activities with respect to billing 
practices, collection activities, premium setting, reserves, costs, or 
allocation of territories or customers. 

	 (b) ARIAS·U.S. members shall not use the occasion of any ARIAS·U.S. 
activities to discuss coordinated actions involving other competitors, 
suppliers or customers. Such discussions could be misconstrued as an 
agreement to boycott third parties. For example, if a member decides it 
will decline to pay certain types of billings from a customer, the member 
should not discuss this decision with a competitor, because a common 
plan on such a subject could be considered an unlawful conspiracy 
or boycott. Accordingly, ARIAS·U.S. members should not discuss any 
proposal: to coordinate policies or practices in, billings or collections; to 
prevent any person or business entity from gaining access to any market 
or customer; to prevent any business entity from obtaining insurance or 
reinsurance services or legal or consulting services freely in the market; 
or to influence the availability, terms, provisions, premiums or other 
aspects of any reinsurance policy or line of insurance.

4.	 A written agenda shall be prepared in advance for every formal 
ARIAS·U.S. meeting. Where practical, the agenda shall be reviewed in 
advance by counsel. The written agenda shall be followed throughout 
the meeting. Where minutes are kept, the minutes of all meetings shall 
be reviewed by counsel (if possible) and, after such review, shall be 
distributed to all members of the body holding the meeting. Approval of 
the minutes shall be obtained after review at the next meeting.

5.	 Members are expected to observe the standards of conduct stated above 
in all informal discussions that take place at the site of ARIAS·U.S. 
meetings, and in all communications concerning ARIAS·U.S. business.

6.	 If a member suspects that any unlawful agreements are being discussed, 
the member should leave the discussion immediately and should consult 
counsel.

7.	 Questions concerning these Guidelines may be directed to the Chairman 
of the Law Committee of ARIAS·U.S.
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